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RebarCAD for AutoCAD, including all software and documentation, contains proprietary information 
ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ όƘŜǊŜƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅέύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
provided under a license agreement containing restrictions on use and disclosure and are also 
protected by copyright, patent and other intellectual and industrial property laws.  

Reverse engineering, disassembly or de-compilation of the software, except to the extent required to 
obtain interoperability with other independently created software or as specified by law is prohibited.  

If you find any errors in the documentation, please report them to us in writing. The company does 
not warrant that this document is error free. The information contained in this document is subject to 
change without notice. 

Except as may be expressly permitted in your license agreement, no part of this document may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, for any purpose, 
without the express written permission of the company.   
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1 Installing RebarCAD 
This document describes the processes required to download, install, license, unlicense and uninstall 
RebarCAD software.  

Currently RebarCAD Software supports AutoCAD 2026 and AutoCAD Architecture 2026. 

The software can be downloaded via the Product and Downloads Web Site. 

Earlier versions will need the full disk downloading from our ftp site, details are given on the 
Installation Email. 

The software can be licensed via the cloud, dongle or licence files on the client PC or Server.  

Full details are supplied on unlicensing and uninstalling the software. 

 

1.1 Downloading the RebarCAD  Boot Strapper File  

The RebarCAD 2026 software installer can be downloaded from the CADS Website  

https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/ or from the email sent by 
CADS Admin. 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻƻǘ {ǘǊŀǇǇŜǊ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/
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1.2 Running the RebarCAD  Installer  

1. Open Windows File Explorer and select the Downloads folder. 

2. 5ƻǳōƭŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭŜ άRebarCAD_InstallerΦŜȄŜέΣ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

3. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ άLƴǎǘŀƭƭ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜέΦ 

 

4. Selecting this option will check to see if either AutoCAD or AutoCAD Architecture 2026 is installed 
on the system. If neither AutoCAD or AutoCAD Architecture 2026 is installed the following 
message is display and installation will terminate. 

 

5. The installation will proceed if either AutoCAD or AutoCAD Architecture 2026 is installed 

1.2.1 Select Region  

6. Select the region / country where the software is being used, this will display the appropriate 
Licence Agreement based on the country selected later in the install. 
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7. Click Next 

1.2.2 Licence Details  

8. The Licence Details dialog is displayed, type in the Company Name, Company Reference Number, 
Installation and Authorisation Codes that are shown in the Installation Sheet PDF file supplied with 
the download details.  
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Import Licence Details 

Use the Import Licence Details button to import the Licence Details from a previously saved text file. 
If the selected file is not in a valid format the following message is displayed. 

 

Export Licence Details 

Use the Export Licence Details to save the entered Licence Details to a text file that can be saved into 
ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ά/5ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΦǘȄǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
displays the following message; 

 

If any of the fields are missing the following message is displayed; 
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9. Click Next. 

1.2.3 Licence Agreement  

10. Read the licence agreement details carefully and select the tick box to proceed with the 
installation. Selecting the tick box indicates that you accept the terms and conditions of the licence 
agreement which may be viewed completely by scrolling down the Licence Agreement Wizard 
page. 

 

11. Click Next. 

1.2.4 Installation Folder  

12. The default installation path and Windows Start Menu Group are displayed in the next dialog. 
These can be amended to suit individual requirements.  
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Advanced Settings 

Remove Current Product Settings.  

This option will reset all the existing registry settings and reinstall the VC redistributable in the event 
of a previous installation or upgrade not working correctly. Select the Remove current product settings 
to activate this option. Any configuration changes to RebarCAD will be lost. 

 

Allow Automatic Upgrade of Products  

Enable Automatic Upgrade, if this option is enabled when an upgrade for RebarCAD is available, the 
άDŜǘ [ŀǘŜǎǘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎΦ  

If this option is not selected the άDŜǘ [ŀǘŜǎǘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ 
Upgrades dialog. 

Note: This Advanced Settings option is not available when the installer is running in update mode. 

13. Click Next 
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1.2.5 AutoCAD Vertical Selection  

14. Select the AutoCAD 2026 vertical for installation from the drop-down menu. RebarCAD 2026 
supports AutoCAD or AutoCAD Architecture 2026 only. 

 

CADS AutoCAD Environment 

AutoCAD Profile Name  

The installer sets up default AutoCAD Profile Names for RebarCAD. Use this option to define an 
alternative Profile name if required. By defining a profile for each application, the software can load 
the appropriate support files when AutoCAD is opened to support RebarCAD. 

Drawing Template File  

The software uses a default AutoCAD drawing template called CADSISO.DWT. This contains many 
default parameters that include common drawing standards and simplify the process of starting new 
drawings. CADS supply two template files, CADSISO.DWT which is the default for metric drawings, and 
CADSIMP.DWT which is the default for Imperial drawings, or those using US customary units.  

If required specify your company template and file path for RebarCAD template. 
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15. Click Next. 

1.2.6 Product Selection  

16. Use the plus symbol to expand the list of products available for installation. 

17. Select the applications to be installed. 

 

Additionally, CADS Viewport Manager and CADS Scale applications will be installed by default. 

18. If the software is licensed using a Dongle select the Install dongle driver option.  

19. Click Next. 
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1.2.7 Install  

20. The Install dialog displays all the Products and Dependencies that will be installed. 

 

21. Click Install. 

22. If a copy of AutoCAD is open at the time of installation the following warning is displayed and 
clicking OK terminates the installer. 

 

23. If the installer detects any other CADS Applications are open, the following dialog box is displayed. 

 

24. If the Installer detects the current version is the same as the installed version of RebarCAD the 
following dialog is displayed. 
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1.2.8 Installation progress  

25. This dialog displays the overall installation progress as well as the individual applications. 
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1.2.9 Installation Complete  

26. Once the Installation has been completed select the Finish button. 

 

27. Once the Installation is complete the CADS Licensing Wizard is automatically started.  

 

28. This will check for any unlicensed applications, if any software needs licensing the Licensing Wizard 
will be displayed. Refer to the Chapter on Licensing RebarCAD for details on Licensing the 
software. 
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1.3 Downloading RebarCAD  for Offline Installation  

The installer includes an option to download the installation files to a nominated folder for offline 
installation.  

1. The RebarCAD 2026 software installer can be downloaded from the CADS Website 

https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/ or from the email sent by 
CADS Admin. 

2. Double click the downloaded installation file άRebarCAD_Installer.exeέΣ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ 
ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ άSilentInstallSettings.JSONέ ŦƛƭŜΦ  

1.3.1 RebarCAD  2026.0 Installer  

3. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ά5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ hŦŦƭƛƴŜ LƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

 

1.3.2 Select Region  

4. Select the region / country where the software is being used, this will display the appropriate 
Licence Agreement based on the country selected later in the install. 

https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/
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5. Click Next 

1.3.3 Installation Details  

6. The Licence Details dialog is displayed, type in the Company Name, Company Reference Number, 
Installation and Authorisation Codes that are shown in the Installation Sheet PDF file supplied with 
the download details.  
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Import Licence Details 

Use the Import Licence Details button to import the Licence Details from a previously saved text file. 
IF the selected file is not in a valid format the following message is displayed. 

 

Export Licence Details 

Use the Export Licence Details to save the entered Licence Details to a text file that can be saved into 
ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ά/5ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΦǘȄǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
displays the following message; 

 

7. If any of the fields are missing the following message is displayed; 

 

8. Click Next 

1.3.4 Licence Agreement  

9. Read the licence agreement details carefully and select the tick box to proceed with the 
installation. Selecting the tick box indicates that you accept the terms and conditions of the licence 
agreement which may be viewed completely by scrolling down the Licence Agreement wizard 
page. 
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10. Click Next 

1.3.5 Installation Folder  

11. The default installation path and Windows Start Menu Group are displayed in the next dialog. 
These can be amended to suit individual requirements.  
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Advanced Settings 

 

Remove current product settings  

This option will reset all the existing registry settings and reinstall the VC redistributable in the event 
of a previous installation or upgrade not working correctly. Select the Remove current product settings 
to activate this option. Any configuration changes to RebarCAD will be lost. 

Allow automatic upgrade of products  

Enable Automatic Upgrade, if this option is enabled when an upgrade for RebarCAD is available, the 
άDŜǘ [ŀǘŜǎǘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎΦ  

If this option is not selected the άDŜǘ [ŀǘŜǎǘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ 
Upgrades dialog. 

Note: This Advances Settings option is not available when the installer is running in Update Software 
mode. 

12. Click Next 

1.3.6 AutoCAD Vertical Selection  

13. Select the AutoCAD 2026 vertical for installation from the drop-down menu. RebarCAD 2026 
supports AutoCAD or AutoCAD Architecture 2026 only. 
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CADS AutoCAD Environment 

AutoCAD Profile Name  

The installer sets up default AutoCAD Profile Names for RebarCAD. Use this option to define an 
alternative the Profile name if required. By defining a profile for each application, the software can 
load the appropriate support files when AutoCAD is opened to support RebarCAD. 

Drawing Template File  

The software uses a default AutoCAD drawing template called CADSISO.DWT. This contains many 
default parameters that ensure common drawing standards and simplify the process of starting new 
drawings. CADS supply two template files, CADSISO.DWT which is the default for metric drawings, and 
CADSIMP.DWT which is the default for Imperial drawings, or those using US customary units.  

If required specify your company template and file path for both RebarCAD template. 

 

14. Click Next 
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1.3.7 Product Selection  

15. Use the plus symbol to expand the list of products available for installation. 

16. Select the applications to be installed. 

 

Additionally, CADS Viewport Manager and CADS Scale applications will be installed.  

If the software is licensed using a dongle select the Install dongle driver option.  

17. Click Next 

1.3.8 Download  

18. The list of Products to download is displayed, click the Download button. 
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19. Select the folder to place the downloaded files. Use the Make New Folder option if required to 
create a folder for RebarCAD. 

20. Click Ok 

1.3.9 Download Progress  

21. The Overall and Product Progress Download is displayed. 
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1.3.10 Download Complete  

22. Click Finish to complete the download. 

 



 Installation and Licensing Guide 

 
 

   1-25    Copyright © Computer and Design Services Limited 
GLOBAL CONSTRUCTION 
SOFTWARE AND SERVICES 

1.3.11 Installing the RebarCAD  2026 using the 
Downloaded Files  

23. Open Windows File Explorer and navigate to the download folder. 

24. /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άRebarCADψLƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊΦŜȄŜέ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

25. The installer will follow the steps described in RebarCAD 2026.0 Installer. 

1.4 Other Menu Options  

 

1.4.1 View Release Notes  

This displays the latest RebarCAD Release Notes directly from the Internet. 
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1.4.2 Help & Tutorials  

This displays the latest RebarCAD Help & Tutorials directly from the Internet. 

1.4.3 View Product Demos  

Selecting this option opens the Videos Page of the CADS Website. To view Videos about CADS 
RebarCAD software, select the Detailing Tab on the Website. 
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1.4.4 Visit CADS Website  

Select this option to visit the CADS Web Site. 
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1.5 Silent Installation  

Please carry out the following steps to prepare the Silent Installation Deployment. 

1. Download the offline installation of the RebarCAD 2026.0 from the installer link, this can be 
accessed from https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/   

2. Place the downloaded installation files in a shared folder on your Server. 

3. Two *.JSON files are placed in the RebarCAD 20xx.x folder, these can be used to run the Silent 
Install, Time Delay Installer and the Silent Install with Time Delay. 

1.5.1 InstallSettings.JSON File  

4. The InstallSettings.json file contains two settings, one to prevent the CADS Licensing Wizard 
running at the end of the installation and another to change the time in seconds for the Time 
Delay Installation. 

 

https://cads.co.uk/support-and-learning/product-downloads-updates/
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5. To prevent the CADS Licensing Wizard running at the end of the Silent Installation open the 
InstallSetting.JSON file with a text editor such as MS Notepad. 

6. /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ά{ƪƛǇ/ƭƳέΥ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳŜΦ 

7. Save and Close the File. 

1.5.2 SilentInstallSettings.JSON File  

8. ¢ƘŜ ά{ƛƭŜƴǘLƴǎǘŀƭƭ{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦƧǎƻƴέ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
Wizard, including the Company Installation Details, AutoCAD version and the list of applications 
to install. 

9. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ά{ƛƭŜƴǘLƴǎǘŀƭƭ{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦƧǎƻƴέ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ ό²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
Company Installation Details being shown in the sample.) 

 

10. The only data that needs to be entered into the file concerns the licence type and location, 
highlighted in blue below: 

 

1.5.3 Specifying the License Type  

11. ¢ƘŜ ά{ƛƭŜƴǘLƴǎǘŀƭƭ{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦƧǎƻƴέ ŦƛƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ bƻǘŜǇŀŘ ƻǊ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

12. The only section that will need editing relates to Licensing the Software, to add either the License 
CƛƭŜ tŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪκ{ǘŀƴŘŀƭƻƴŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ CƛƭŜ ƻǊ /ƭƻǳŘ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛŎŜƴŎŜέ 
section. 
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"Licenceò:, 

¶ LicenceFilePath: The license file path can be configured by the user and may refer to either a local 
dongle, network dongle, standalone location or a network location. 

¶ LicenseCode: An 18-digit Cloud License Code that can be configured by the user.", 

¶ ABLUsername: The username for the ABL credentials, which can be configured by the user.", 

¶ ABLPassword: The password for the ABL credentials, which can be configured by the user." 

Cloud Licence 

13. To configure RebarCAD to use a cloud license, specify the license code. The download email will 
contain your 18 digit cloud licence number.  

For example, if xxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx is the license code then set the value as; 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ/ƻŘŜҐ άȄȄȄȄ ȄȄȄȄ ȄȄȄȄ ȄȄȄȄέΣ 

Account Based Cloud Licence 

14. To configure cloud license using the account based licensing, specify the user credentials. 

For example, if UserName is the user name for the account based licensing and xxxxxx is the 
password then set the value as 

ά!.[¦ǎŜǊbŀƳŜέΥ ά¦ǎŜǊbŀƳŜέΣ 

ά!.[tŀǎǎǿƻǊŘέΥ άȄȄȄȄȄȄέ 

Floating Network Licence 

15. To configure the Floating Network License, specify the folder on your server where the CADS 
Licence file(s) are located. For example, if the Licence file(s) are located at 
\ \Servername\Licensefolder then set the value as; 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜCƛƭŜtŀǘƘΥ ά\ \Servername\LicensefolderέΣ 

16. Alternatively, an IP Address can be specified to the location of the Floating Network Licence Files. 
For example, if the licences are located at 123.12.1.134\Li 

Network Dongle Licence 

17. To configure network dongle license, specify the Computer Name/Computer IP address/Dongle 
ID of the system where the dongle is plugged. For example, if the dongle is plugged in a computer 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊƴŀƳŜΩ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎΤ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜCƛƭŜtŀǘƘΥ άbŜǘǿƻǊƪ5ƻƴƎƭŜ{ȅǎǘŜƳΣŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊƴŀƳŜέΣ 

Note: Where two different licence types are used to activate the software, only one can be specified 
inside the SilentSettings.json file. The additional licence will need to be activated through the CADS 
Software License Manager using the Licensing Wizard which needs to be run as an Administrator. 

18. When the Licence Details have been entered Save and Close the File. 

file://///Servername/Licensefolder
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1.5.4 Running Silent Installation  

1. Open a Command Prompt, Run as administrator. 

 

2. ¢ȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŘ άǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ ŦƛƭŜέ 

3. wǳƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ άRebarCAD_Installer.exe -ǉέ ǘƻ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŜ RebarCAD Software.  

 

4. The Installer will add the RebarCAD Icon to the desktop.  

Metric 

  

Imperial 

 

1.6 Time Delay Installation  

The Time Delay Installation allows the products to install with a short time delay between each of the 
selected products. This section explains the procedure to install the products with a time delay. 
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Download and place the installation files in a shared folder on your server as described in Downloading 
RebarCAD for Offline Installation. 

1. Inside Windows File Explorer navigate to the folder where the software was downloaded. 

2. Two *.JSON files are placed in the RebarCAD 20xx.x folder, these can be used to run the Silent 
Install, Time Delay Installer and the Silent Install with Time Delay. 

1.6.1 InstallSettings.JSON File  

The InstallSettings.json file contains two settings to prevent the CADS Licensing Wizard running at the 
end of the installation. There is also a setting to change the time in seconds for the Time Delay 
Installation. 

 

To prevent the CADS Licensing Wizard running at the end of the normal Installation open the 
InstallSetting.JSON file with a text editor such as MS Notepad. 

3. /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ά{ƪƛǇ/ƭƳέΥ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳŜΦ 

4. Save and Close the File. 

1.7 Silent Installation with Time Delay  

Follow the instructions for the Silent Installation with one minor change. When editing the 
InstallSettings.JSON file the delay period before closing one install process and starting the next can 
be altered. The maximim delay time period is 180 seconds which ensures all the files have been 
installed. 

 

ά5Ŝƭŀȅ{ŜŎƻƴŘέΥ ··· 

5. Open the File with a text editor such as Notepad or Word. 

6. Change the 0 for Delay Seconds to the time required, maximum is 180 seconds. 

7. Save and Close the File 

8. Then follow the instructions for Setting up and Running the Silent Installer previously described in 
Chapter Silent Installation. 



 Installation and Licensing Guide 

 
 

   2-33    Copyright © Computer and Design Services Limited 
GLOBAL CONSTRUCTION 
SOFTWARE AND SERVICES 

2 Licensing RebarCAD 
RebarCAD is licensed through the CADS Software Licence Manager. The Manager must be opened 
with administrator rights in order to update the registry when the software is licensed.  

 

 

 

RebarCAD can be activated with a dongle located either locally or on a server, a licence file either 
standalone or network or a cloud licence either node locked or floating. 

The additional application CADS RC/RebarCAD Extended Features can be activated with a cloud licence 
either node locked or floating or with a network dongle licence. 

2.1 Standalone, Network and Dongle Licensing  

This section details how to connect to a dongle either locally or attached to a server. How to request 
and activate a standalone licence and also how to connect to a dongle attached to the server. 

The CADS standalone and network licences do not use an active process to manage the licence files. 
With a network licence, the software itself is installed on each individual workstation, but the licence 
that enables the software to run is saved in a shared folder on your server, or any computer you 
designate to act as the licence server. When a network licence is opened a *.NET file is created in the 
licence folder location and removed when the user closes the software. 

2.1.1 Standalone Licence  

Requesting a Permanent Standalone Licence 

This option places a licence file (*.LF) on the local drive of the computer where RebarCAD is installed 
and authorizes the software. This procedure is carried out inside the CADS Software Licence Manager. 



 Installation and Licensing Guide 

 
 

   2-34    Copyright © Computer and Design Services Limited 
GLOBAL CONSTRUCTION 
SOFTWARE AND SERVICES 

1. Open the CADS Software License Manager as an Administrator. 

 

2. The CADS Software Licence Manager opens as shown below 

 

3. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ²ƛȊŀǊŘέΦ 

 

4. Click Next. 
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5. Select the Permanent Standalone Licence option and click Next. 

 

6. Expand the Detailing Products List and ensure all applications are selected and click Next. 

 

7. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άwŜǉǳŜǎǘ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ bŜȄǘ 
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8. hƴƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƪƛǇ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ōȅ /!5{ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
Refer to the information in tƘŜ ά{ƪƛǇ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘέ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ. 

9. 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ CƛƭŜǎ όϝΦƭŦύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/Υ\ProgramData\/!5{έ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

 

10. Type in the email address to return the licence codes to the PC requesting the activation and then 
click Next. 

 

11. Click Finish to complete requesting the Licences, the CADS Software Licence Manager is displayed. 

 

12. !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ά[ƛŎŜƴŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
ά/Υ\Programdata\/!5{έΦ 
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13. Close the CADS Software Licence Manager. 

14. Note that the CADS Bar Shape Creator can only be activated with a Cloud License and the CADS 
RC/RebarCAD Extended Features can be activated with a Cloud License or a Network Dongle 
Licence. 

ñSkip Standalone Licence Requestò selected 

1. The following message is displayed when this option is selected. CADS Support will either supply 
the Licence Codes via email or over the phone, details on activating the licence are described in 
Chapter, Activating the Permanent Standalone Licence. 

 

2. Click Finish, the CADS Software Licence Manager is displayed. 

 

3. Note that the CADS Bar Shape Creator can only be activated with a Cloud License and the CADS 
RC/RebarCAD Extended Features can be activated with a Cloud License or a Network Dongle 
Licence. 

4. Close the CADS Software Licence Manager. 

Activating the Permanent Standalone Licence 

The Permanent Standalone licences can be activated using several different methods 

Standalone Licence Requested via Email 

1. ¢ƘŜ /!5{ /ƻŘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCADSCodes.arfέΦ 
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2. Right-mouse click on the attachment and select Open. 

 

3. Click Open, this will open the CADS Software Licence Manager and the following dialog will be 
displayed. This shows which Applications have been successfully licensed. 

4. Click Close 
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Follow the details on Cloud Licensing to activate the CADS Bar Shape Creator and the CADS 
RC/RebarCAD Extended. 

Manual Activation  

¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŎƻŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ άYour Request for CADS Licence 
CodesέΦ 

These can be manually input into the CADS Software Licence Manager. 

1. Open the CADS Software Licence Manager as an Administrator. 

 

2. Select the option Enter/Import Licence Codes at the top of the CADS Software Licence Manager 
dialog. 

3. Choose the option Enter Licence Codes Manually and click Next. 
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4. Choose each Application in turn on the Select Product: drop-down menu. 

5. Enter the Licence Code that is displayed in the email returned by CADS. 

6. Or, if speaking to a CADS support agent the code given over the phone. 

 

7. All the Standalone Licence Codes can be applied in the same fashion by choosing the Application 
name on the drop down menu, entering the Licence Code and clicking Licence. 

8. Click on Finish when all the Applications are licensed. 

9. Close the CADS Software Licence Manager. 

Import Licence Codes from a Licence code file  

1. Open the CADS Software Licence Manager as an Administrator. 
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2. Select the option Enter/Import Licence Codes at the top of the CADS Software Licence Manager 
dialog. 

3. Choose the option Import Licence Codes from a Licence Code File and click Next. 

 

4. Browse the .arf file location 

 

5. Set the .arf file and click Next. 
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6. Click Finish 

 

 

Follow the details on Cloud Licensing to activate the CADS Bar Shape Creator and CADS RC/RebarCAD 
Extended Features. 

2.1.2 Floating Network Licence  

The following chapter describes the permissions required in the folder on the server holding the 
network licences and how to request and licence the software. It also describes how to create a 
network settings file to enable other users to connect to the network licence files. 
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Network Licence Folder Location 

Prior to activating the Floating Network Licence, a folder will need to be created and saved on a shared 
device such as a server or NAS drive to contain the network licence files. 

1. On the server or the computer that is designated to hold the licence files, create a folder where 
the licence files will be saved. 

2. The path to the licence file folder must be specified as a UNC path (e.g. \ \SERVER\SHARE) or an IP 
address (e.g. 123.1.23.123). 

3. Share the folder on the network. 

4. Grant full control (read, write, delete, modify, create etc.) to all the relevant users for this folder. 

5. Open the CADS Software Licence Manager as an Administrator.  

Requesting Network Licences 

1. At the end of the installation, the CADS Licensing Wizard will automatically start. 

2. If it does not, open the CADS Software Licence Manager (CLM) by selecting the Icon on the desktop 
ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ {ǘŀǊǘ ƳŜƴǳ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ²ƛȊŀǊŘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ όtƭŜŀǎŜ 
note the CLM has to be run as an administrator, right-mouse click on the Icon and select Run as 
Administrator from the menu.) 

 

3. The CADS Software Licence Manager opens as shown below 

 

4. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ²ƛȊŀǊŘέΦ 

file://///SERVER/SHARE
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5. Click Next. 

 

6. Select the Floating Network Licence Option and click Next. 

 

7. Select the network licence path in the explorer and click Next 
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8. If you type in the path of the network licence path and receive the following error message, this 
indicates the Licensing Wizard could not locate the folder specified. This is usually due to the local 
administrator not having permissions to access the folder. 

 

Note: You should only use a UNC path to locate the network licences, rather than a mapped drive. 
This means the path will always be the same on all machines and will stop machines trying to use 
different drive letters to the licence files. 

Note: The path to the network licence file cannot be changed once the licence has been requested. It 
is recommended that you make a note of the exact path that was used, as this must be the same on 
all other machines. 

Note: Licence files cannot be moved or copied to another location. If your software has already been 
licensed you will need to unlicense the licence and request a new licence for the new location. 

 

9. Type in the number of network licences purchased this is shown in the Installation Sheet Details, 
click Next. 
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10. Click on the Plus Symbol to the left of the Detailing Product Head to expand the Products List and 
ensure all applications are selected and click Next. 

 

11. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άwŜǉǳŜǎǘ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ bŜȄǘ 

12. hƴƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƪƛǇ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ōȅ /!5{ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
Refer to the information in the Skip Licence Request. 

13. 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ CƛƭŜǎ όϝΦƭŦύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά\servername\ licence folderέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 
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14. Type in the email address to return the licence codes to the PC requesting the activation and then 
click Next. 

 

15. Click Finish to complete requesting the Licences, the CADS Software Licence Manager is displayed. 

 

16. Close the CADS Software Licence Manager. 
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2.1.3 Exporting the Network Settings  

Once the Network Licence has been activated use the Export Settings option to create a Text 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ t/Ωǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜΦ 

1. Select Export Network Settings inside the CADS Software Licence Manager. 

 

2. By default, the path to the Licence File Folder is shown as the location of the Export File. 

3. Select the Browse button to choose a different location for the file. 

4. Click Finish to create the CADS-CLM.txt file in the chosen folder. 

2.1.4 Importing the Network Settings File to Licence Client 
PCôs 

¢ƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ t/Ωǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ 
inside the Licensing Wizard. 

 

1. Inside the Licensing Wizard click Next 
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2. Select the Import Network Settings option and click Next 

 

3. Load the CADS-CLM.txt file and click Finish to connect to the Floating Network Licences. 

Activating the Network Licences 

 

ñSkip Network Licence Requestò selected 

4. The following message is displayed when this option is selected. CADS Support will either supply 
the Licence Codes via email or over the phone, details on activating the licence are described in 
Activating the Floating Network Licence, Chapter  




















































